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Dear Bro, Dugger:

Sometimes misunderstandings arise between brothers, which,

were al) the true'facts known, would prevent misjudging

and hard feeltngs. In all such instances T believe the

only mensible, mght, and Christian course 18 absolute
frankness.

I dislike to talk about myself in a personal way, but
sometimes 1t 18 better to clear up misunderstandings,

Last summer while Bro, Stith was here in Oregon, I began
to notice among Church of God people at Dever an under-
current of feeling against me because I was originally
baptized by a firsteday Preacher, and would not be
baptized again by Bro, Stith, Every possible pressure
was brought to bear upon me to make me "dissatisfiled
wlith my former baptism," as it was put, and to be
baptized all over again. I am afrald a misunderstanding
avose hecause the circumstances were not known, and I
kept quiet, said nothing, and d1d not make them known,

I understand this has come to your attention,

Now I went Into this matter, explaining in deta’l all
the facts and eircumstances to Bro, Dallev when he was
last in Portland, and I hope he has made sufficient
explanation to the peoPle at Dever to relleve any un=
warranted hard feelings toward me.

I want also to explain the circumstances to you,

I was reared a Quaker from birth, I grew up to have an
antipathy te all form, ceremony, and ordjnance == to
regard 1t with prejudice and contempt, Baptism to me
was & silly, foolish thing <~ a sort of mock ceremony
== which I could not have indulged in with any sense
of sacredness at all,

When I took up a real earnest study of the Bible about
two years ago, it was not long until I realized I should
look into baptism, I entered this study by simply dis-
carding every former belief, and starting from the be-
ginning with a clear mind so as not to mix erroneous
tradition with true Bible understanding, I assumed I
had been wrong in all my former beliefs until they were
now PROVED to be right according to God s Word, Conse=
quently I came to the subject of baptism with a mind as~
free from Rreéudﬁce as possible under the circumatances,
yet with the bred feeling toward 1t which would have
made of 1t a hollow mockery to me, unless I found it
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I was earnestly asking Him to Peveal to me His will, and
diligently studying to know 1t, and willing to follow
it a8 soon as I had PROVED 1%, as the Bible instructs me

to 4o,

It is people who shut their eyves and ears, and
refuse to see or hear God s will,
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that
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Later, when I fin compl ¢ . my study and came to the

Jnevitable coneciu that 5t be baptized, Bro, Une
zlcker had left, - here - no Church of God elder

in the field to w coul . Now you would not
censure me for th: ald Bro, Dugger?

I now felt, howeve. habk X 'uld not delay or put off,
My mind was made nd 1 * that I must lose no time
in being baptized. ring preceeding weeks, as I
sensed that I shov roba, .ave to come to that con=
clusion, I had be: ing > Investigations and prepar=
atione for 1t so there d be no delay once my
decislon was react L hea nd interviewed some of the
local Adventist min  .ers, Ond them cold, utterly
lacking in any spir’ al wa 1, argumentative, wholely
congerned-with doc asan hing more, I found much of
thelr doctrine was olut ‘epugn to me, I found 4
that they held st .y to . White's dreams and visions,
and I had looked 1 this many points of this
doctrine sufficien to be winced that she was a false
prophetesas, At lea: T felt 2t way about 1t,

So far as doctrine 3 gon od, I d14 not feel that I
agreed with these ontia carly as far ag I did with
the Baptist minist Tru agreed with the Adventists
rather than the Ba sts o 2 point of doctrine == that
the seventh day 1s 1o Sabb, we are commanded to keep

-= but to offset th there re many other things where
I felt at the time ' was mo : in line with the Baptist,

8o on points of doc ‘ine t- > was no adviantage in favor
of the Adventists, 7o be ' -3t about 1t, T just dian't
feel that they werec rue sr ritual Christian men, and I
never could have fo " right ing baptized by one of them,
On the other hand, '1le I agreed with the Baptish man

on a number of poin of do. rine, I did feel that he was

a sincere spiritual ‘hrist! n man, I am Inclined to be

Just a 1ittle toler-nt and charitably toward some of these
“PYprateday people on the Sa'bath question, Bro, Dugger,

Some of them I know re wil l1:ngly Ignorant of the truth,

I have nopatience ' th tha .. But on the other hand, I
know; too, that fr!' a five “cars old students fn school

are taught to accece; whatev. » they are taught In school as
being gospel truth  1d not e¢ven subject to question, Nearly
all students acquirc the habit of blindly accepting whatgver
they are taught, The? go to school to learn and memorize,
rather than to stud;, quest’on, and think, This habit be-
comes fixed, and cdrtinues "hru high school and college,
Now many preachers, and th} - particular Baptist minister

is one of them, hav been tirned out by the established
denominational theo 2gleal schools, where they just autos
matically continue he Babit established in childhood of
blindly accepting w! thout guestion whatever they are taught,
And T tell you, Bro, Dugger, I feel that sometimes we ought
to have charity and sympathv and pity toward some of these
victims of this system, placing the blame on the system
rather than always n 1ts victims, Only God knows just

how far they are ho est or dishonest in blindlv fallawincaand
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